IMAGE 


"I shall grow old, and horrible, and dreadful. But this picture will remain always young. It 
will never be older than this particular day of June. . . If it were only the other way! If it 
were I who was to be always young, and the picture that was to grow old! For that—for 
that—I would give everything! Yes, there is nothing in the whole world I would not give! 
I would give my soul for that!" 

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 


Film renders visible what we did not, or perhaps even could not, see before its advent. It 
effectively assists us in discovering the material world with its psychological 
correspondences. We literally redeem this world from its dormant state, its state of 
virtual nonexistence, by endeavoring to experience it through the camera. And we are 
free to experience it because we are fragmentized. The cinema can be defined as a 
medium particularly equipped to promote the redemption of physical reality. Its imagery 
permits us, for the first time, to take away with us the objects and occurrences that 
comprise the flow of material life. 

Siegfried Kracauer, Theory of Film 


In truth the daguerreotyped plate is infinitely more accurate in its presentation than any 
paining by human hands. 

Edgar Allan Poe, 1840 

We must see that photography is again confined to its sole task, which consists in being 
the servant of science and art, but the very humble servant like typography and 
stenography, which have neither created nor improved literature. 

Charles Baudelaire 
La Revue Francaise, 1859 

"Iconoclast" originally referred to a person who destroyed icons, that is, sacred paintings 
or sculpture. An example is Byzantine emperor Leo III, who ordered the destruction of all 
icons of Jesus , the Virgin Mary , and the Saints in his empire. —Wikipedia 

Iconoclasm is the destruction of religious icons and other symbols or monuments, usually 
for religious or political motives. In Christian circles, iconoclasm has generally been 
motivated by a literal interpretation of the Ten Commandments, which forbid the making 
and worshipping of "graven images". It has sometimes been motivated by christological 
or even political concerns as well. 






People who engage in such practices are called iconoclasts, a term that has come to be 
applied to any person who breaks or disdains established dogmas or conventions. 
Conversely, people who revere or venerate religious images are called iconodules . 
Iconoclasm may be carried out by people of a different religion, but is often the result of 
sectarian disputes between factions of the same religion. It was particularly important in 
the history of the Eastern Orthodox Church within the Byzantine Empire during the 8th 
and 9th centuries. 

Iconoclasm as a concept was crystallized by the French revolution of 1789 . the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 . and other numerous (mainly peasant) revolts throughout history. 

—Wikipedia 


Consider: toppling of statue of Saddam Hussein, Baghdad 

Prohibition on images of the divine in Judiasm, Islam, reform Protestantism 

Attacks on other religions images 

Taliban destruction of Buddhist temples and statues 









